
 
Pharmacists Administer Immunizations and Provide Patient Education 

 

Each year, more than 50,000 adults and 300 children in the United States die from 

vaccine-preventable diseases or their complications.1  
 

Meanwhile, immunizations, including those administered by pharmacists, help 

prevent 14 million cases of disease and 33,000 deaths every year. 2 
 

Each year, thousands of patients are hospitalized due to influenza or complications 

arising from influenza infection. States could save hundreds of thousands of dollars 

by increasing their influenza (flu) and pneumococcal immunization rates. 

Pharmacists can help. 
 

Pharmacists serve communities through the provision of immunization education, 

facilitation of vaccine delivery by other healthcare providers, and/or administation of 

vaccines. During the 2005 influenza season, community immunization providers 

(including pharmacists) administered 10-15% of the influenza vaccine.  (National 

Influenza Vaccine Summit, January 2006).  
 

Forty-six states now allow pharmacists to administer immunizations. Pharmacies 

provide patients with convenient access to immunizations. In addition, pharmacists 

can easily identify patients who would most benefit from receiving specific vaccines 

and can immunize them onsite.  
 

Pharmacists’ involvement in improving public health and emergency preparedness, 

through the provision of immunization services and other patient care activities, is an 

excellent way for communities to prepare for public health crises and emergencies, 

such as influenza pandemics. Pharmacy practice locations provide access to 

knowledgeable healthcare professionals and an extension for public health service 

delivery in nearly every community.  
 

STATES WHERE PHARMACISTS CAN IMMUNIZE (Shown in Green) 

 

 
 

                                                 
1  Institute of Medicine Report. Shaping the Future For Health – Calling the Shots – Immunization Finance 
Policies and Practice.  http://books.nap.edu/html/calling_the_shots/reportbrief.pdf  
2  Department of Health and Human Services, Fiscal Year 2008. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Justification of Estimates for Appropriation Committees. 
Available:http://www.317coalition.org/documents/cdc_fy2008budget_immunization.pdf.   



 
 

The Alliance for Pharmaceutical Care is a consortium of nine national organizations 

working together to educate the public, policy makers and other key decision makers 

about the important role that pharmacists play in the ever-evolving healthcare 

system. 

 

American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy (AACP) www.aacp.org  

 Contact: Will Lang • wlang@aacp.org  

1426 Prince Street, Alexandria, VA 22314-2841. Phone: (703) 739-2330  

 

American College of Clinical Pharmacy (ACCP) www.accp.com  

Contact: John McGlew • jmcglew@accp.cpm  

1101 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite 600. Washington, DC 20004-2514. 

Phone: (202) 7566-2227 

 

Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy (AMCP) www.amcp.org  

Contact: Mark Brueckl • mbrueckl@amcp.org  

100 North Pitt Street Suite 400. Alexandria, VA 22314. 

Phone: (703) 683-8416 

 

American Pharmacists Association (APhA) www.aphanet.org  

Contact: Hrant Jamgochian • hjamgochian@aphanet.org 

1100 15th Street, NW, Suite 400. Washington, DC 20037-2985. 

Phone: (202) 429-7575 

 

American Society of Consultant Pharmacists (ASCP) www.ascp.com  

Contact: Tom Clark • tclark@ascp.com  

21 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22314-3563. Phone: 703-739-1316, ext. 123 

 

American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) www.ashp.org   

Contact: Joe Hill • jhill@ashp.org  

7272 Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, MD 20814. Phone (301) 664-8710 

 

National Alliance of State Pharmacy Associations (NASPA) www.naspa.us    

Contact: Rebecca Snead • becky@naspa.us  

5501 Patterson Ave., Suite 202, Richmond, VA 23226.  

Phone: (804) 285-4431 

 

National Association of Chain Drug Stores (NACDS) www.nacds.org  

Contact: Anne Fellows • AFellows@nacds.org    

413 N. Lee Street Alexandria, VA 22313-1480. Phone: (703) 549-3001 

 

National Community Pharmacists Association (NCPA) www.ncpanet.org  

Contact: Reginia Benjamin • reginia.benjamin@ncpanet.org  

100 Daingerfield Road, Alexandria, VA 22314. Phone: (703) 683-8200 

 

 


